TOWN OF TIMNATH, COLORADO
RESOLUTION NO. 23, SERIES 2024

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE

WHEREAS, the Town of Timnath, Colorado, acting through its Town Council is empowered
pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-23-201, et seq., to make and adopt a transportation master plan; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and the Town Council of the Town of Timnath have
conducted a joint work session on October 10, 2023; and

WHEREAS, numerous public outreach was conducted along with a public open house held on
November 2, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Timnath has conducted a hearing on February
27, 2024 and upon hearing the statements of staff and giving consideration to the
recommendations, the Town Council determines as provided below.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF TIMNATH,
COLORADO: '

Section 1. Approval
The Town Council of the Town of Timnath, Colorado hereby approves the Timnath
Transportation Plan Update.

INTRODUCED, MOVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF TIMNATH, ON FEBRUARY 27, 2024.

ATTEST:

Milissa Peteré—darcia, CMC
Town Clerk




Timnath
2; ‘ TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Timnath

TRANSPORTATION PLAN
Update

FEBRUARY 2024




Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Prepared for:
Town of Timnath
4750 Signal Tree Drive
Timnath, CO 80547

Prepared by:
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig
244 N. College Avenue, Suite 145
Fort Collins, CO 80524

FHU Reference No. 120282-01
February 2024



Timnath

TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Table of Contents

Page

1. INErOAUCHON ..o e enn e e aanansEidanes 4
PUTPOSE .ot b e R bR R bbb 4
SHUAY ATCa......civvieriitiir et e bbbt bbb bbbt ettt a s e e ntas 4
Planning PrOCESS........ccouviiiiieiiiiiiii s iscssstecs st ssss st ese st s sesseas e e sessencaseseesssssensassssssnsesasasaes 5
2. Community Engagement...........ccccoveriiiiiiinniiiiiccciccreeee e 6
Phase 1: Listening to the COMMUINILY ..ot esesnscesssecsseetssesesssssesssessssses 6
3. CUrrent CONAItIONS c...cciiiieeeceeieetcseceiee et e e e e et et ets e be e eare e s seesaesseens 16
DEMOGTAPIICS. ......ciurctrtenerei ettt s e em s R s b sbes bbb 16
TTAVE] TTONAS ...ttt crtstete st stesetasassaeseesee s e e sesessssa e seseebesersssessssebassebaaesersesesaserssrsensnsassnsas 18
SO INEEWOTK ...t eees s e ase e s s ess s e s sresasssaseasesasssessassasesnssnassssassansensenens 21
Crash HIStOTY .....ccoueuiiiiiiiiiiniicniiiiiieinisin e eceset et eseseteessess st taesesetataesessesessssaessensnssssssssesssssnsasens 32
Bicycle and Pedestrian FACIIIties ..ottt etsesesesessssesessssssasssens 35
TTANISIE c.voneieeeteecere sttt et een et ear e me s e st s st s s s eemessesassesns st et astemnentessasesteseassstessenersassessaeessestissersenents 41
4. Future CONAitioNS.......cccccevrverirereereiierirreerisssesreereesesseesasssessesssssessesssssessseensensens 43
MethOOLOZY .....cvvnririniriririieii et e b st e b et s s e raaneses 43
Land USE FOTCaSES ....cccvueiinreeriieniiiieniienieenissesenioisienssiesesssssssssessssassssessesessosasassssassesassssasesessassassessessesesseneas 44
Travel Demand Model Network RefINements..........ccccocevuierieenininentineneceneneaesnsresnesesssssssssssssssessssssessesss 48
5. Vision and GOalS ......ccccivimriiieieitiniseistecee e ses e sae e s aresar s cae b 54
Transportation GOALS ...ttt s et et e s snnes 54
Transportation ObJectiVes...........ccuiiiiii et st asese e eaens 55
6. Long Range Plan ... 56
MaSLET SErEEtS PIam.......ccveceirieeceeienirictrieeertriet et stsrestssesse e ses e e se e e s s sssssessesessssesassenaressesaseresrnstorsssasens 56
BICYCLE PIAIL ...ttt et 66
Pedestrian PLan ... ..ceieieiienimmoniinossiosmmioississisiseessessaessstssssessessssasessssssssssesesssssaasseees 69
TLANSIE PLAN 1.ttt cienicestrest oo eessestests et esssbe e stesesaateseststansesesansessstasasansesessessssssessessennesnesennssennes 71

Page 1l



Timnath

TRANSPORTATION PLAN

7. Implementation Strategy ..o 72
Programmatic Recommendations...........coocviniiniiiiiniiicniiesssssssssesessesesseassesssens 72
Project RecOMMENAatioNS..........couiiiiiiiiicintnr ettt tssene et e sssesanssssasnssons 72
FUNGING. ..ttt sttt s bbb 83
ACHON PIaN ...t es s sese st s aes b e e sss s st se bbb sass b s es st sssanasens 85

Appendices

Appendix A.  Timnath Travel Patterns

AppendixB.  Land Use Forecasts

Appendix C.  Cost Estimates

List of Figures

Figure 1.
Figure 2.
Figure 3.
Figure 4.
Figure 5.
Figure 6.
Figure 7.
Figure 8.
Figure 9.

Figure 10.
Figure 11.
Figure 12.
Figure 13.
Figure 14.
Figure 15.
Figure 16.
Figure 17.
Figure 18.
Figure 19.
Figure 20.
Figure 21.

Timnath Growth Management Area ...ttt ccsenseerenesesesens 5
Key Themes from Community INPUL ..........cooiiiiiiiiciiicccccrereceeteeseseesssesesesens 10
Timnath Residents Commute to WOrk TTips ........cocrveiiririccicncncssesseseneiieaes 19
Commuter INflow and OULIOW ........c.coommiioiierce it a s b s snane 20
Where Timnath Residents COMMULE ..........c.ccoeemrcirinnnincncceeerrrrnsreseesesesssasssressssessssnne 20
Existing Street NetWOIK ...t aasisaee 23
Roadway SUTrface TYPE .......cwereereeieereeccsr s asasenssbesssssisaes 24
Number of Vehicular Travel Lanes...........ccoveceveieniecneernnmenseceensesesseresressssssssssssissssssesasssns 25
Traffic CONLIOl DEVICES .........vevrccrreeircnirciienicticere e enssessressssssesensassssesssesssssssessssssassesass 28
Posted Speed LIMILS..........ovruervermerneiirieesnnsesss st s sssse s s s sssssssiesssssens 29
Existing Daily Traffic VOIUINES .........ccccverriririencrinicecnsiisssirss s cssessscsessesees 30
RAiIr0ad CIOSSINGS .....ovvvriircerirenrcnninieniesseresn s sssessess s seastresssisesesesessesseseasantases 31
Crash Locations (2015-2019) ........ccouueirireneimmnencrieeercaresceesesssesssresssessressssssssassassssssesessnssases 33
Bicycle and Pedestrian Crashes (2015-2019).....c.ccccouveumveerincrrennemreneerereusrsssiseesessssssesessssanes 34
Pedestrian FACIHEs ..........ccovvecererrmnenenieernesenersesssesssessssnesssessssssesesssesssssssssasesssssassssssssnns 36
Bicycle Facilities........cvueuiievreriiriric s sssess e sesseaens 37
Bicycle Level of Stress........iiiiiiiii it seesaenes 40
Transit Facilities. ... cnisesssessssecsetsessessesestsesesesesssasens 42
NFRMPO Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZS) .........cccuriimeeccornccinnniecnneerescnsnanens 45
Household Growth (2015 t0 2045) ......ccoueceiieernunsreesssensessseeressesssessssssssessesessssesissssesssenne 46
Employment Growth (2015 t0 2045)........ccccvuimniiiminiiiinisssni s sereceneeses 47

Page 2



Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Figure 22. 2045 Build Average Daily Traffic Forecasts............oocoiieiininincniniiircccnsinnes 52
Figure 23. 2045 Build Levels of CONGESHON ...ttt st esnesneaes 53
Figure 24. MaSter SErEets PLan..........cocviviiiiiiciciiics e s snssrse s 57
Figure 25. Urban 6-Lane Arterial Cross SECHOMN..........ccivciemimiceiminiiiriiiiisesessesesaesemsmsensesssesns 59
Figure 26. Urban 4-Lane Arterial Cross SECtON.........c.ovverviremrmreriiiniee s 59
Figure 27. Urban 2-Lane Arterial Cross Section.........coveiemiiiiincecnsnnsans 60
Figure 28. Urban Major Collector Cross SECtion .........cocierierisinninensss s 60
Figure 29. Urban Minor Collector Cross SeCtion.........cvinieriinnse 61
Figure 30.  Urban Local Street Cross SECHON .........covvmrirismimscmminsisisimsesssissssirssssssessissssssssssenss 61
Figure 31. Rural 4-Lane Arterial Cross SeCtion ... 62
Figure 32. Rural 2-Lane Arterial Cross Section ... 62
Figure 33. Rural Collector/Local Street Cross SeCtiOn ... iviiieericniinieeirineenieeossveeesssssnsesssessssseess 62
Figure 34. Preferred Commercial Truck Routes.........cocoiiiiiiciciicnicnicnnns 65
Figure 35. Bicycle PIan ...ttt s s 68
Figure 36. Pedestrian Plan.......... st b 70
Figure 37. Near Term Projects (2024 — 2030} .......ccovemieinieneeieneeetse et 86
Figure 38. Long Term Projects (2031 — 2045).........cooveenereiemrnsineetenenteeeentese s sssessesssne 87
Figure 39. Future Projects (Beyond 2045)..........ooveuimeeemieieiecteesceescnen et eessasrsssa s 88
Figure 40. ReGIONAI PLOJECLS «...o.cevvecveertcterie ettt s bbb sn s s nae s 89
List of Tables

Table1l.  Key DemMOGIAPRiCS .....cocvvirevriremririieirinicieciestetssensetessses st sasss s st sss s s bsessasanssssssenens 17
Table2.  Land Use Growth SUMMAIY ......cccoevviieeriicrienrienierrenentsereresse s sssss s ssees 44
Table 3.  Planning Level Capacities ..........cccourvuieiieriinriimeerenesnesisses s e sssss s senes 48
Table4.  Transportation ODJECHIVES ..ot seees 55
Table 5. Functional Classifications, Cross-Sections, and ROW Preservation .....c.ccceeveuvveeervevvennene. 58
Table 6. Program Recommendations...........coieuiuviieiinciiniiisninree et snsnssssnsssnssasasesses 72
Table 7.  ROAAWAY PIOJECES ...ccovivivcrieiritininiecrcnin ittt esas s essssessasssessassessssessessasassensasesssssassases 74
Table 8.  Intersection PIOJECES ..ottt b ansre s 78
Table9.  Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects ...t 79
Table 10.  Railroad Crossing ProJECtS ... 80
Table 11.  RegIonal PrOJECES.......ccocviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiii s e ssssssesssssssssses 81

Page 3



Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

1. Introduction

The Town of Timnath is a community of approximately 9,300 residents (2022 US Census ACS). The
Town, founded in 1882, has remained an agriculture and farming community for decades. Over the
past two decades, communities in northern Colorado have been experiencing rapid growth, and
Timnath is no exception. Current building permit trends suggest that the Town of Timnath's
population could grow increase by 7,500 residents in the next 10 to 15 years. The migration of families
and young professionals to Timnath, and Northern Colorado in general, demonstrates a shift in
demographics, lifestyles, and markets in the area. Transportation will largely influence the way in
which Timnath will continue to grow and develop, and the Transportation Plan sets a vision for the
Town'’s future transportation network to support the community’s desire to maintain its small town
character and to support and manage growth responsibly.

Purpose

Transportation is a critical component of community planning, and Timnath recognizes the need to be
proactive about transportation as the pace of growth and development increases. This Transportation
Plan, therefore, offers guidance on how to strategically plan and
accommodate this expected growth. This plan updates the Town's
previous Transportation Plan, which was adopted in 2015. The
plan addresses all modes of transportation and is intended to
accommodate projected growth through 2045. This plan contains
guidance to assist staff and policymakers in reviewing
development proposals and implementing transportation
improvements. The plan includes a list of projects necessary to
realize Timnath’s transportation goals. It is intended that this plan
be flexible enough to accommodate future revisions and
adjustments as development conditions dictate.

Study Area

The Timnath Comprehensive Plan
(2020) identifies the Town’s Growth
Management Area (GMA), which
represents those areas beyond the
town limits that can reasonably be
expected to annex into the Town as
growth continues. The study area for
this Plan, therefore, is the GMA
limits, as shown on Figure 1. =
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Figure 1. Timnath Growth Management Area
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Planning
Process

The development of
this Transportation
Plan involved
specific technical
tasks, coordination,
and community
engagement. It also
included
inventorying the
existing
transportation
system and
documenting areas
of deficiencies so that
immediate needs
could be identified.
The project team
then obtained
current and projected
socioeconomic data
to refine the growth
assumptions used in
the regional travel
demand model. The
travel demand model
was then used to
project future traffic
and identify future

needs. The project team used a combination of technical evaluation and community input to establish

roadway, bicycle and pedestrian, and transit plans. The project team then developed a list of short-

term, mid-term, and long-term needs to serve as the basis for the Town’s Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP). Street standards were also established. The project team used transportation goals and
objectives, established in Timnath’s Comprehensive Plan (2020), as a starting point to develop the
policy framework. New or modified goals were created and upon adoption of this Plan, they will
supersede the Comprehensive Plan’s transportation goals and objectives.
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2. Community Engagement

At the onset of the Transportation Plan Update, the project team developed a dynamic public
involvement plan with goals to educate the community about what a transportation plan is and how
connectivity to and from the Town is of regional significance, to provide messaging to frame the
importance of a plan update, and to celebrate the success of previous planning efforts.

Engagement strategies to support these goals were developed in coordination with the project team,
event planners, and the public relations firm that executes communications for the Town. These
conversations and partnership helped to identify various in-community opportunities and
communication channels to reach local and regional residents.

Phase 1: Listening to the Community

Phase 1 of outreach was developed to:

» Inform the public about the process and generate excitement

» Educate the public about why an update to the multimodal transportation plan is important
» Provide accessible, two-way communication opportunities
>

Listen and understand the community’s perspective on mobility in, around, to and from
Timnath

Through this effort, the project team obtained a keen sense of the community’s perspective on mobility,
an understanding of potential opportunities for future enhancements, and community values.

Project Webpage M sswmmer

FHU developed and hosted a
microsite to house all project
information and engagement
tools. The site was linked to

the Town'’s primary website. We are seckng your insignts and feedack.Herp create an updted

vision to keep you moving in and around Timnath

Timnath Transportation Plan

The microsite provided
updated information about
engagement opportunities,
project timeline, and
background information

fr om the 2015 Transportatlon Tsmnath contnues 1o geow and Lhaige Ay Our CUmn Uity grows. 5o Ton does I need (€1 B ansporLator infrastructurs

Awel' planred mult modal trassportation systers wr! meet the reeda of the commun:ty teday and into the future.
Plan.

The Tenaw's T1anspenteafion Pz wies Last updsted v 2015
Why do we update It? Great question.

the plan is updated
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Digital Engagement Tools

Survey

When the project launched in late 2022, the first step to outreach included a single question survey:
“What comes to mind when you think about transportation in Timnath (via any mode: vehicle,
walking, biking, transit, etc.)?” This listening activity was coupled with a series of messages that were
launched on the Town’s website, This Week in Timnath community e-news, and social media accounts
to drive traffic. Responses helped the team gather an initial pulse point on community desires and

needs.

Results: 149 Responses

What comes to mind when you think about
transportation in Timnath (via any mode: vehicle,
walking, biking, transit, etc.)?

Intersections/ |
Interchanges [ Connectivity ;
L 9% 15%

. . Safety
Traffic/ Congestion L 6%

20%

Multimodal (Bike, Ped,
Trails)
24%

Land Use and
Development
9%

Driving {in a car) —
11% Multimodal (Transit)
6%
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Crowdsourcing Map

Following the first survey, the project team developed and
promoted an online location-based crowdsourcing map through
the same channels as the survey. The project team also sent
emails to all those who responded to the survey earlier in the
year to engage again. The map asked: “What ideas do you have
to improve travel in and around Timnath? Whether you drive,
bike, walk, scoot, or prefer to take transit.”

In total, there were 365 map comments (17 captured at the Safety
Fair). This is just one important result. Because the online map
allows respondents to not only see other comments, but also
reply and provide a sentiment “like” or “dislike” vote, there
were far more engagements than just 365.

Engagement

365 Comments

I ’88 Ic;irl\(‘égx?rt?gems

3" Dislike Votes

on Comments

172 Discussions

\ TOTAL
2173 ENGAGEMENTS
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in Person Community Events

To meet community members where they
are, the project team identified a list of
Timnath events in which to participate.
For the first phase, the team aimed to
attend the Holiday Lighting Festival on
December 2, 2022, Unfortunately, this
event was canceled the day-of due to high
winds. Given the winter weather, the
project team identified the next best
opportunity to be the Timnath Safety Fair
on April 29, 2023.

The project team spoke to dozens of event
attendees and engaged in meaningful two-
way conversations. Most people who
stopped at the booth were interested in
both learning about the project and
sharing their thoughts, ideas, and
concemns. The booth featured
informational boards and a replica of the
online map.

From discussions at the event, 17 were

location specific. These were entered to the
online map for further engagement. Interestingly, these specific 17 comments captured 413
“like/thumbs up” votes and 41 “dislike/thumbs down” votes online. These were some of the most
engaged comments.

Direct Mail

The project team developed a postcard and sent it to 3,613 addresses in the Timnath zip code. The call
to action was engagement with the online commenting map.

Key Themes

The project team categorized all comments received through the online and in-person engagement
activities. Figure 2 depicts the key themes from the community engagement and the frequency of
comments in each category. The Phase 1 community input was used as a direct input into the draft plan
recommendations, as described in the “Community Input in Action” diagram on the next page.
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Figure 2. Key Themes from Community Input
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Phase 2: Priorities
The second phase of community engagement began in November 2023 and focused on understanding

the community’s priorities.

In Person Community Event

The Town hosted a November 2, 2023, public meeting to listen and understand the public's perspective

on draft vision, goals, and recommendations for future plans, programs and projects. Fifty-two

attendees engaged with the project team and left comments and concerns related to Master Streets,
Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit plans.

>

v vYyvveYyy

Total comments: 41

Master Streets Plan comments: 24
General comments: 9

Pedestrian Plan comments: 4
Transit Plan comments: 2

Bike Plan comments: 2

The most frequent comment was related to keeping Main Street open as a through street for local traffic
and cyclists. Town Staff provided background context on the previous planning efforts that led to Old
Town street network plans that are being advanced and are incorporated in the Master Streets Plan.
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The transportation goals were voted on to get a better understanding of the community’s top priorities.
There were 94 votes in the 6 goal areas. Safety was the top-rated goal area, followed by Walkable &
Bikeable, and Reliable. Chapter 5 provides more detail on the Transportation Vision and Goals.

Prioritized Goals

H
I I I ¥ .

On printed poster boards, the attendees voted with sticker dots on how they’d allocate funding to
progress the street, bicycle, pedestrian and transit plans. The Street Network was rated priority,
totaling 101 votes, bringing the roads up to current standards as the most popular category with 40
votes, 34 votes for future street capacity, and 27 votes for new street connections.

The Bicycle Network received 75 votes that were split relatively equally among the four types of
improvements, with shared use paths receiving the highest. The Pedestrian Network received 53 votes,
most of which were split between sidewalks and community trails. Transit Access and Service collected
33 votes, over half of which were focused on improving access to the Harmony Mobility Hub. Overall,
this exercise reflected the community’s desire for a balanced approach to advancing a multimodal
network in Timnath.
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Pedestrian Network

5

» Sidewalk Paths
= Community trails

Grade separated crossings (underpass)

Street Network

34

®» Future street capacity
= New street connections

Bring roads up to current standards

Bicycle Network

Transit Access & Service

13

24
18 ..
20

17
» Shared use path
= On-street bike lanes B Access to Harmony Mobility Hub
Grade separated crossings (underpass) ® Provide more transit options directly in Timanth
Commiunity trails Serve transit-dependent populations

Digital Engagement

The project team developed additional Social Pinpoint engagement tools to collect feedback on the
goals and priorities for the transportation plan. In Fall 2023, the project page received 1,095 views from
625 visitors with the tools collecting 161 contributions from 49 contributors.
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Timnath Transportation
Plan

Timnath Transportztion Man

Timnath continues to grew and change. As our community grows, sc too does the need for transportation i i
infrastructure. A well planned multimedal transportation system will meet the needs of the community today Whﬂt Isa Trﬂnspﬁnﬂtlon
andinm the future, The Town's Transportation Plan was lastupdatedin 2015. Plan?

Why do we update It? Great question.

Travel patterns and transportation technologies evolve. The plan is updated, approximately every five years, to
ensure that it reflects both current and future community needs,

- REVIEW MEETING MATERIALS PRIORITIZE GOALS ALLOCATE "FUNDING” ‘
i L

The Town hosted a meeting on Thursday. b 2o listen and understand the public's perspective on draft

Transportation Goals

Similar to the in-person community event, online participants were asked to identify their top three
goal areas; the results mirror those from the public meeting.

Cost Effective, 6
Regional, 1

Safe, 48
Vital, 22

Reliable, 37

Walkable, 45

Note: The in-person votes were manually input into Social Pinpoint after the November public
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Transportation Plan Priorities

The online engagement also included a priorities exercise that mirrored the sticky-dot exercise from the
public meeting. The collective results are depicted below and were used to inform the Implementation
Plan (Chapter 7).

33Bike Network
60 Ped Network

93 Total

49 Bike Netwark |
43 Ped Network

92 Total

Community Trails

4 Lane Urban Arteriat

i BremmavEEEn W b

74 Total 67 Total

Future Street Capacity Bring Roads up to Current Standards
PROVIDE MORE SEVE L NSRS GRADE SEPARATED
TRANSIT OPTIONS DEPENDENT CROSSINGS, 11
DIRECTLY IN TIMNATH, POPULATIONS, 12

I5 FUTURE STREET

CAPACITY, 74

ON-STREET BIKE
LANES, 27

ACCESS TO THE
HARMONY MOBILITY
HUB, 28

BRING ROADS UP TC
CURRENT STANDARDS,

=
of

GRADE SEPARATED
CROSSINGS/UNDERPAS
S, 32

CGMMUNITY TRAILS, _/
33

NEW STREET
CONNECTIONS, 61

SIDEWALKS/SHARED
USE PATHS, 43

SHARED USE PATHS, 49 COMMUNITY TRAILS,

60
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3. Current Conditions

The project team inventoried the

existing transportation system and
travel patterns to understand what is
working well and what needs to be
improved to address travel needs of
Timnath residents. Chapter 3
documents Timnath’s demographics
and travel trends and inventories the
existing multimodal transportation
system within the Town's GMA. This
includes streets, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities, trails, transit,
truck freight, and evolving
transportation technologies. The
roadway inventory involved
collecting data associated with the

existing street system (such as
number of lanes, paving, traffic
control devices, posted speed limits, etc.) and compiling traffic counts. The inventory focuses on streets
with a functional classification of Major Collector and higher and does not include local streets. The
multimodal inventory includes bicycle and pedestrian facilities, nearby transit service, and railroad
information.

Demographics

Assessing demographics is a key step to understanding the composition of the community and the use
of the transportation system. The assessment also anticipates where new or improved transportation
facilities or services are needed and ensures they are accessible and equitable. Not only does the
number of people living and working in Timnath affect transportation needs, but where people choose
to live and work greatly influences the demand for transportation infrastructure and services in
Timnath, as well as in the North Front Range region.

The demographic information provided in this section is based on data from the Census Bureau,
American Community Survey (ACS) 2022 5-Year Estimates, the most recent comprehensive dataset
available. Timnath has a 2022 estimated population of 9,300. Table 1 summarizes the key
demographics within the Town of Timnath that may have unique transportation needs. Vulnerable
populations include older adults (65 and older), children (younger than 18), people with disabilities,
zero-vehicle households, low-income populations, and minority populations.
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Table 1.

Percent of Timnath

Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Key Demographics

Unique Transportation Needs

Demographic

The growing interest in active and independent living among
older adults has increased community focus on providing
more accessible transportation services that support active

transportation options are key to determining where older
adults decide to live. As time goes on and driving becomes
less of an option, older adults may have more limited access to
services and amenities if alternative transportation options are

Children under the legal driving age have to rely on walking,

options. Transportation services and infrastructure connecting
schools and community facilities should be safe and easily
accessible to people of all ages. Additionally, safe routes to

percent identifying as
white alone and

Many people with disabilities cannot drive on their own,
meaning they rely on other forms of transportation to access
services and amenities. Some persons with disabilities may

important for transportation to be accessible to people of all

Minority populations, including people who identify as Black,

Native, have been historically underserved in communities
throughout the United States. An equitable transportation
network offers convenient and affordable access among

Older Adults | Approximately
14.5 percent of Timnath
residents are 65 years
and older. older adult lifestyles. The availability and quality of
not adequate.
Children Approximately
33.2 percent of Timnath | biking, transit or those who can drive for transportation
residents are younger
than 18 years of age.
walk and bike can encourage more active lifestyles that
contribute to physical and mental well-being.
People With | Approximately
Disabilities 5.2 percent of Timnath
residents have a
disability. require the use of a mobility aid (e.g., wheelchair). It is
abilities.
Race and Timnath is a relatively
Ethnicity homogenous Hispanic or Latino, Asian, American Indian, or Alaskan
community with
approximately 92.4

housing and jobs, medical services, education, grocery

household incomes at
or below federal
poverty guidelines.

7.6 percent of the shopping, and social/recreational activities for all users.
community identifying | Access results in opportunities that often positively influence
as a minority personal health and quality of life.
population. .
Low-Income | Approximately Low-income households are important to consider when
Households 4.0 percent of Timnath | planning for transportation improvements because these
households have

residents may have limited access to a vehicle, rely more on
lower-cost transportation options such as walking, biking,
riding transit, or rely on others to meet their transportation
needs.

Page 17




Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

' Demographic  Percent of Timnath Unique Transportation Needs

Zero Vehicle Less than 1 percent of These households cannot afford a vehicle, choose not to have
Households Timnath residents do a vehicle, or have a disability preventing them from driving a
not have access to a vehicle. An increasing number of younger individuals do not
vehicle. own a personal vehicle compared to previous generations.
When identifying transportation infrastructure and service
improvements, residents with limited or no access to a vehicle
should be considered as they rely on others to carpool or
depend on other modes of transportation for daily trips and
errands, including walking, biking, and riding public transit.

Travel Trends

The quality and experience of how people travel in Timnath are important factors in planning for
current and future growth and resulting transportation needs. Town streets can play a number of roles,
including as thoroughfares that handle vehicle traffic through the town, as bicycle routes for
commuters to employment or transit stations, or as recreation facilities for pedestrians or bicyclists.
Land use patterns throughout the North Front Range area have largely resulted in car-dependent
communities, but recent and long-term investments in transit and multimodal infrastructure in the
North Front Range Region indicate that land use patterns, demographics, and travel preferences are
changing.

Transportation to Work
Mode Share

As shown on Figure 3, on a typical workday, approximately 68.3 percent of Timnath residents drive
alone to their employment and 4.2 percent carpool. Approximately 27.5 percent work from home, and a
statistically insignificant amount take transit, bike, or walk to work. These percentages represent only
Timnath resident commute to work trips, no other types of non-work-related trips (e.g., running
errands).
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Figure 3. Timnath Residents Commute to Work Trips

Work From Home

Timnath
Resident
Commute to
Work Trips

Carpool

68.3 Drove Alone

fransit, Bike, Walk: O

Source: 2022 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Commuter Inflow and Outflow

As shown in Figure 4, the overall daily population in Timnath decreases as more employees commute
outside Timnath than commute to work in Timnath. Nearly 1,300 residents from other communities
commute into Timnath to work, whereas approximately 2,700 Timnath residents leave Timnath for
employment in other communities. Only 88 people both live and work in the town. The average
commuting time for Timnath residents is 23.7 minutes, compared to Colorado’s average commute time
of 25.6 minutes. In addition to the inflow and outflow of Timnath residents and employees, many
commuters also travel through Timnath along the main throughfare, Harmony Road. As jurisdictions
adjacent to Timnath continue to grow, Timnath will likely continue to experience an increase of

commuters along East Harmony Road and other major corridors.
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Figure 4. Commuter Inflow and Outflow

d and Ljyg ;
\0\'e - ny,
«°

Outflow Job
Counts in 2021

1,296
Employed in Timnath, Live in Timnath,
Live Outside Employed Outside

Source: Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics Program, 2021

As shown in Figure 5, Fort Collins is the most common commuting destination for Timnath residents,
followed by Loveland, Denver, and Greeley.

Figure 5. Where Timnath Residents Commute

Fort Collins 36%

Where
Timnath
Residents
Commute

Colorado Springs 1.9%
Boulder 2.6%
Loveland 8.2%

wWindsor 4.5%

sreeley 5.2% Denver 6%

Source: Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics Program, 2021
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Housing and Transportation (H&T) Affordability Index

The Housing and Transportation (H+T) Affordability Index is another metric used to understand how
transportation impacts Timnath residents and to inform how Timnath can plan for more accessible,
equitable, and affordable transportation options. Transportation, including the various costs of vehicle
ownership such as maintenance or the costs associated with using another mode of transportation such
as transit, is typically the second largest expenditure for households. Traditional measures of

affordability do not include transportation costs; therefore, factoring in both housing and
transportation costs through the H+T Affordability Index provides a more comprehensive way of
thinking about the cost of housing and true affordability.

On average, Timnath residents spend 38 percent of their household income on housing and 24 percent
on transportation. Combined, this is 62 percent, significantly higher than the Center for Neighborhood
Technology’s recommended amount of 45 percent. The average annual transportation cost is $17,058
for Timnath residents, and the average number of cars per household is 2.16 (Source: Center for
Neighborhood Technology, October 2022).

Street Network.

Streets generally provide two important functions:
access and mobility. Each street type is specifically
designed to operate with certain characteristics
based on adjacent land uses, level of continuity,
transportation modes served, and proximity and
connections to other facilities. The functional
classification of a street describes these
characteristics and reflects its role in the street
network and relationship with adjacent land use. A
street’s classification also forms the basis for access
management (e.g., driveways), corridor right-of-
way preservation, multimodal facility types, and
street design guidelines and standards. The
functional classification is typically viewed as the
desired condition for a street.
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Timnath’s streets are classified as Local, Minor Collector, Major Collector, Minor Arterial, and Principal
Arterial, as shown on Figure 6. Roadway surface types and number of travel lanes are shown on
Figure 7 and Figure 8, respectively.

>

Local Streets and Minor Collectors serve the highest level of access, providing direct driveway
access to adjacent properties and carrying traffic to collector streets. Local Streets may be
limited in continuity and may be designed to discourage through traffic. Local Streets are
usually the most comfortable streets for walking and biking as the amount of interaction with
vehicular traffic is minimal and travel speeds are low. The majority of Timnath’s neighborhood
streets are classified as Local Streets.

Major Collectors gather traffic from Local Streets and connect travelers to the arterial network.
Collectors provide a balance between access and mobility and retain continuity through
neighborhoods. Collector streets also can play a critical role in increasing connectivity of the
bicycle and pedestrian network. Three Bell Parkway and Signal Tree Drive are examples of
Major Collector streets that provide a connection to the arterial street network.

Minor Arterials provide for trips of moderate length and offer connectivity to streets of higher
functional classification. Minor Arterials provide intra-community continuity and a higher
degree of land access than Principal Arterials. With higher posted speed limits and a greater
amount of vehicular traffic, Minor Arterials can present more stressful environments for
bicyclists and pedestrians. Buss Grove Road is an example of a Minor Arterial that provides
intra-community continuity in the Timnath region.

Principal Arterials provide a high degree of mobility and serve corridor movements with
longer trip lengths. While adjoining land uses can be served directly, access to adjacent
properties is limited to emphasize mobility of vehicles. Harmony Road is an example of a
Principal Arterial that provides high mobility with longer trip lengths.

State Highways and Interstates have the highest level of mobility, providing unimpeded
high-speed regional and interstate connections, Interstate 25 (I-25) is an example of a limited
access divided highway that links major urban areas and is located on the western edge of the
Timnath GMA. Other State Highways within and proximate to the GMA include Colorado
Highway (CO) 14 and CO 257. While these highways are critical for regional travel, they are
owned and maintained by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT).
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Figure 6. Existing Street Network
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Figure 7. Roadway Surface Type
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Figure 8. Number of Vehicular Travel Lanes

o
o
£
K]
[+
&
DouglasRd & WCR 90
2
£ Richards Lake Rd o
o
|
| = 5
@
£
=
| =t Black Holl
| ow |
Mountain Vista Dr WCR 86 Reservoir

|
Vine Dr WCR 84 l
. i
[
[
Prospect Rd WCR 80
2 G Fort
2 Y% Collins
= Y.
g P WCR78
€ %,
= o
b
Q
£
S Horsetooth Rd
S = Windsor
Q& ‘é ﬁ Reservoir
8 =
< &
= HarmonyRd .
[}
o 3
o £ |
& ]
&
& |
N
Kechter Rd Ly w wHCRT2 |
b =)
5 —
x
= Windsor o
=
Tnlby Rd Fossif Creek L LTy WCR70
Reservoir
Legend
Number of Lanes 2 Lanes —— Railroads [:j County Boundary ﬁ
= 0 1
- | | ane ommenn 4 | aNeS Timnath Town Limits .'_ _: Growth Management Area | | Mile
| Saurce: Town of Timnath, 2022




Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Regionally Significant Corridors

The North Front Range Metropolitan Planning Organization (NFRMPO) has identified Regionally
Significant Corridors, which serve as regional connections between North Front Range communities.
The Timnath GMA has five identified corridors: Colorado Highway (CO 14), Prospect Road, Colorado
Boulevard, Main Street, and Harmony Road.

Colorado Highway (CO) 14

CO 14 is a two-lane east-west state highway that is a part of the National Highway System. CO 14
bisects the GMA, running just north of the existing town limits. To the west, it provides access to Fort
Collins, I-25, and US 287. To the east, it provides access to Severance, Ault, US 85, and further east to
Sterling and I-76.

Prospect Road

Prospect Road is a two-lane east-west road one mile south of CO 14. To the west, it provides access to
Fort Collins, I-25, and US 287. To the east, it provides access to CO 257, where it terminates. Prospect
Road’s designation as a Regionally Significant Corridor is from Main Street to the west.

Colorado Boulevard

Colorado Boulevard (Larimer County Road [LCR] 1/Weld County Road [WCR] 13), a two-lane north-
south roadway, runs along or near the eastern boundary of the GMA. It provides access to rural areas
to the north, although it is only considered a Regionally Significant Corridor up to CO 14. To the south,
it parallels I-25 providing access to Windsor, CO 392, and US 34.

Main Street

Main Street (LCR 5), a two-lane north-south street, runs through Old Town, parallel to I-25. The
roadway does not provide regional connectivity north of CO 14, where it ceases to be classified as a

Regionally Significant Corridor. To the south, it provides access to the western edge of Windsor,
eastern edge of Loveland, CO 392, and US 34.

Harmony Road

Harmony Road is a major east-west roadway that provides the primary access to Timnath. To the west,
it provides access to southern Fort Collins, I-25, and US 287. To the east, it provides access to Windsor,

Severance, Eaton, and US 85. It has four lanes through Timnath between I-25 and WCR 15, while it has
two lanes further east and six lanes west of I-25.
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Traffic Control Devices

Figure 9 illustrates the existing traffic control devices in the Timnath GMA on streets classified as
Major Collector or higher. Intersection traffic control ensures safe and efficient traffic operation by

assigning right-of-way between conflicting traffic streams. This assignment of right-of-way provides
uniform and predictable movements of vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Typical intersection traffic
control may consist of a traffic signal, roundabout, or a STOP sign on the minor street approaches.

Posted Speed Limit

Posted speed limits in Timnath range from 25 miles per hour (MPH) on collector streets such as Wild
Wing Drive, to 45 MPH on Harmony Road, and to 65 MPH along sections of CO 14, as shown on
Figure 10. Access, adjacent land use, placement of crosswalks and other elements of street design can
all impact speed limits along the street. It is important to design streets to balance the safety and
mobility needs of all users. Higher speeds are associated with severe injury and fatal crashes, as
described in the next section.

Traffic Volumes

CDOT, Larimer County, and Timnath provided existing daily traffic volumes on roadways within and
around the Timnath GMA. The project team also used StreetLight data to supplement the traffic data
collection effort. Appendix A includes a detailed evaluation of travel patterns using StreetLight data.
StreetLight uses location-based services, publicly available Census, traffic counts, and points of interest
data to estimate traffic volumes and patterns. Most of the traffic counts shown on Figure 11 were
obtained in 2021; however, some of the counts in the northemn portion of the GMA are older, from
2017/2018. Larimer County recorded traffic volumes on Kechter Road and Main Street in 2023.

Harmony Road near I-25 has the highest volumes in the GMA with over 44,000 vehicles per day (vpd)
immediately east of I-25. The traffic volumes drop significantly to 31,000 vpd east of Weitzel Street.
Daily traffic volumes along Harmony Road decrease further east toward Colorado Boulevard. The next
highest volumes in the GMA are along CO 14 with 13,200 vpd just east of Main Street. Main Street
carries 13,000 vpd south of Kechter Road and approximately 4,800 vpd through Old Town.

Railroad Crossings

The Greeley Line of the Great Western Railway (GWR) serves the Timnath area. The Greeley Line is a
single track that bisects the Town of Timnath from northwest to southeast, as shown on Figure 12.
According to the GWR, typically two to four trains per day pass through the Town of Timnath,
traveling 1 to 20 MPH. The maximum time table speed is 20 MPH, and the train movements are
indicated to occur during the day (rather than at night). There are five existing at-grade railroad
crossings, three of which are within the Town'’s quiet zone. A new at-grade railroad crossing is
anticipated at the Timnath Parkway crossing.
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Figure 9. Traffic Control Devices
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Figure 10. Posted Speed Limits
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Figure 11. Existing Daily Traffic Volumes
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Figure 12. Railroad Crossings
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Crash History

An evaluation of crash data provides an understanding of where conflicts and crash trends between
modes of transportation occur. These data inform the development of transportation safety
improvements and safety education strategies. During the five-year period from 2015 through 2019,
there were 611 reported traffic crashes on roads within the GMA. While most of these crashes (511)
involved property damage only, 98 injury crashes and 2 fatal crashes occurred on roads within
Timnath. Crash data are from the CDOT crash database that is populated with data provided by police
departments throughout Colorado. Figure 13 depicts crash locations.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Involved Crashes

Bicyclists and pedestrians are some of the most vulnerable users of the transportation system. Between
2015 and 2019, bicyclists and pedestrians were involved in 3 crashes in Timnath, as shown on

Figure 14. Bicycle and pedestrian trips are expected to increase as more people choose active
transportation options in Timnath and in the region. This growth emphasizes the critical importance in
supporting the implementation of safe, comfortable, and connected multimodal facilities.
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Figure 13. Crash Locations (2015-2019)
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Figure 14. Bicycle

[}

Timnath

TRANSPORTATION PLAN

©
2
| £
&
| 5
| Douglas Rd & WCR 0
|
g
& Richards Lake Rd &
z = =
g F R & 3 4
= ' — = WCR 86 Block Hoflow
Mountain Vista Dr '\ LCR 50" - | = Reservoir
Ks CEl
= - o o
' 0] . g pel -
% §J\U g 8 g
]
Vine Dr - q =i WCR 84
y 4
=
1 ]
—- 1141
Prospect Rd WCR 80
& %o Fort
2 “4,  Collins
= Y%,
2 Y WCR78
£ KN
= o
)
(<)
e
& Horsetooth Rd WCR 76
&
[ %3 Win
§ % 257 Re‘.:eils/::r
L )
< 2]
= Harmony Rd - WCR 74
%]
2
o bl
)
()
Z
Kechter Rd N WCR 72
= o
[+ 4 —
§’ Windsor o]
=
Trilby Rd Fossil Creek e WCRTO
Reserveir =t
|'
|Legend
Bi Pedestrian Crash “ Pedestrian - Injury (1) Timnath Town Limits _ =~ Growth
® = o ManagementArea 0 NORTH 1
@ Bicycle - Injury (1)

®  Pedestrian PDO (1) EjCountyBoundary

Page 34

] wile

Source; NFRMPO (2015 - 2019)




' Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

As the Town's population increases and growth continues, a variety of available transportation
options, including biking and walking, will become increasingly important not only to connect to local
neighborhood centers, community destinations, schools, recreational amenities, but to support healthy
transportation choices. Timnath has an expanding network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities, as
shown on Figure 15 and Figure 16, respectively. These networks continue to expand, and the complete
network will be built over time as development occurs and when key missing connections are
prioritized.

Sidewalks

Sidewalks and trails generally serve the purpose of providing pedestrian access between
neighborhoods to commercial areas and to community resources such as parks, libraries, community
gardens, and schools. Sidewalks and trails can also be used for recreational purposes. As shown on
Figure 15 for Major Collectors and higher, Timnath has a growing network of sidewalks. Portions of
collector and arterial roads such as Harmony Road, Buss Grove Road, and Colorado Boulevard have
gaps in sidewalk coverage. The complete sidewalk network will happen over time as development
occurs and when key missing connections are prioritized. The Town's design standards include 6’
detached sidewalks on all Major Collectors and Arterials; however, the Town may require shared use
paths (wide sidewalks ~ generally 10" or wider — that can be used by bicyclists, pedestrians, and other
active modes) where higher levels of active transportation are anticipated.

On-Street Bike Network

Bikeways primarily serve two purposes: as a means of transportation (often for commuting) and for
recreation. The design of bicycle facilities differs for each of these purposes. Commuting bicyclists often
want to ride the most direct route from their origin to their destination, even along streets with higher
traffic volumes. Recreational cyclists, on the other hand, prefer to ride on either detached shared use
trails or streets with low traffic volumes.

Timnath currently has several on-street bicycle lanes. Harmony Road has bike lanes throughout the
GMA (I-25 to Colorado Boulevard), and Main Street, Prospect Road, and Buss Grove Road have bike
lanes on some sections. Several collector streets within neighborhoods also have striped bike lanes
including Three Bell Parkway, Club Drive, Grand Tree Boulevard, River Pass Road, Schoolhouse Road,
Summerfield Parkway, and Twin Bridges Drive. Existing on-street bike lanes are depicted on Figure 16.
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Figure 15. Pedestrian Facilities
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Figure 16. Bicycle Facilities
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Trails

Timnath is fortunate to be located at the crossroads of major planned regional trail systems. Colorado
State Parks is working to create a continuous multiuse trail extending along the Front Range from New
Mexico to Wyoming. The completed Front Range Trail Corridor Plan proposes a route of
approximately 725 miles. A key element of this trail is a connection from Greeley to the foothills west of
Fort Collins along the Cache la Poudre River, through Timnath. Timnath, with the support of
development, grants, and partnerships, completed a section of the Poudre River Trail, which is located
north and east of Walmart and continues through the Timnath community, terminating near the
southeast corner of the currently incorporated area. Connecting the Poudre River Trail across I-25, as
well as to the trail system to the southeast of Timnath, is a regional priority and is planned for the near
future. Other community trails have been built as part of developments. The Regional and Community
Trails serve both bicyclists and pedestrians and are, therefore, shown on Figure 15 and Figure 16.
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Types of Bicyclists
Bicyclists are categorized into four groups to assist efforts with bicycle facility planning:

» Strong and Fearless: These bicyclists are willing and capable of riding with limited or no
bicycle-specific infrastructure. National surveys of large metro areas found that approximately
7 percent of the population falls into the “Strong and Fearless” category.

» Enthused and Confident: One level down from Strong and Fearless, Enthused and Confident
riders are willing to bike if just some bicycle-specific infrastructure is in place. The national
survey found that approximately 5 percent of the population falls into the Enthused and
Confident category.

» Interested but Concerned: This group would be willing to bike if there was high-quality
bicycle-specific infrastructure in place, such as buffered bike lanes. According to the same
national survey, this group makes up most of the population, with 51 percent categorized in the
Interested but Concerned category.

» No Way No How: This group consists of people who will always be unwilling to ride their
bikes even with high quality infrastructure in place. The national survey showed that
approximately 37 percent of the population is in the No Way No How category.

While these numbers vary from place to place, they provide a useful benchmark that planners can use
to determine how best to implement bicycle infrastructure to attract the greatest number of riders.

Level of Traffic Stress for Bicycles

To attract bicycle riders of a wide range of ages and abilities, a bicycle network needs to include safe,
low-stress, and high-comfort facilities that limit the interaction with motor vehicles. The bicycle Level
of Traffic Stress (LTS) tool, developed by the Mineta Transportation Institute, assesses the comfort level
associated with bicycling on different types of on-street bicycle facilities. The results of this tool help to
identify potential areas of concern on a transportation network. Using street characteristics, including
traffic speeds and volumes, number of lanes, and bike lane width (if applicable), the tool calculates a
grade on a scale of 1 to 4, corresponding to the following levels of comfort:

» LTS 1: Little traffic stress; suitable for most all bicyclists, including children

» LTS 2: Minimal interaction with traffic; suitable for most adult bicyclists

» LTS 3: Exclusive riding zone or shared lane with low speeds; comfortable to many current
bicyclists

» LTS 4: High traffic stress; only suitable for “Strong and Fearless” bicyclists

Figure 17 shows LTS results for the Town. Due primarily to the high speed limits, many of the arterials
in Timnath are highly stressful environments for bicycling. Where bike lanes exist on arterial roads
(Harmony Road and sections of Main Street), the LTS is typically 3. The major collector system in the
southern portion of the GMA provides a high level of comfort for bicyclists, generally at LTS 2.
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Figure 17. Bicycle Level of Stress
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Transit

The Town of Timnath currently does not offer transit service; however, many services exist in the
immediate vicinity, as shown on Figure 18. The following subsections summarize existing public
transit and human services transportation options surrounding Timnath.

Transfort

Transfort is the primary transit service provider for the City of Fort Collins. Transfort does not
currently serve Timnath; however, Route 16 runs along Harmony Road, with a stop at the Harmony
Transfer Center. Route 16 operates on 60-minute headways and connects to the South Transit Center
(STC) and Fossil Ridge High School using Harmony Road. At the STC, riders can transfer to the
following routes: 11, 12, 19, FLEX and MAX bus rapid transit (BRT). MAX BRT operates on 20-minute
headways and connects the major activity and employment centers throughout Fort Collins, including
Colorado State University and Old Town. The FLEX serves stops between Fort Collins, Loveland,
Berthoud, and Longmont. Transfers to Denver and Boulder through the Regional Transportation
District (RTD) bus system are available in Longmont.

Greeley-Evans-Transit (GET)

Greeley-Evans-Transit (GET) is the primary transit service provider for the City of Greeley. GET does
not currently serve Timnath; however, the Poudre Express Regional Bus Route, which connects
Greeley, Windsor, and Fort Collins, operates along I-25 and stops at the Harmony Transfer Center.

CDOT Bustang

CDOT’s North Line along the I-25 corridor provides service between Fort Collins and Denver and
primarily caters to commuters. The service connects the Downtown Transit Center in Fort Collins and
Denver Union Station with a stop of the Harmony Transfer Center and US 34 at I-25 in Loveland. The
North route includes eight trips every weekday and two trips on the weekends.

Groome Transportation

Groome Transportation is a private service provider offering connections between the Harmony
Transfer Center and Denver International Airport (DEN). The service departs the Harmony Transfer
Center hourly between 4:40 AM and 10:40 PM. Home pick-up/drop-off service is also available.
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Figure 18. Transit Facilities
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4. Future Conditions

The Town of Timnath is experiencing
rapid growth and is expected to
continue growing at a rate of more than
400 new households and nearly 200
new jobs per year through 2045. This
growth is expected to include increased

density in some current areas of the
town and the incorporation of new
development in the Town's GMA. As
growth continues, increased travel
demand is expected to accompany it.

Chapter 4 documents the extent and
nature of the growth in travel needs on
the Town's transportation system. This
chapter also describes the application
of the NFRMPO travel demand model
and the resulting estimated traffic
forecasts for the long-range planning horizon of 2045.

Methodology

This Transportation Plan update uses the NFR Regional Travel Model as the travel forecasting tool. The
NFR model uses land use estimates and the transportation network as the main inputs. The model
measures the amount of traffic that different types of land uses (residential, retail, office, industrial,
etc.) generate for the North Front Range and around the country. The volume of traffic generated from
any specified area can then be determined based on the amount of development (number of
households or jobs).

NFRMPO Model 5.11 (September 2021) is the most currently available travel demand model. This
model includes fiscally constrained transportation projects and develops forecasts based on the density
and location of households and jobs, the existing and planned roadway and transit networks, and
travel behavior characteristics developed through extensive analysis of the area. This update to the
Transportation Plan uses the NFRMPO Model 5.11 years 2015 and 2045 as the basis for future planning
scenarios. The 2015 base model was used because it is calibrated to actual conditions in 2015. The
interim year model for 2020 was also used, along with traffic counts from 2021 and later, as the basis
for model post-processing to represent “post-pandemic” travel patterns.
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Land Use Forecasts

To develop specific allocations of residential and commercial development throughout the region, the
NFR model is subdivided into transportation analysis zones (TAZs), as shown on Figure 19. The NFR
base year model includes estimates of the number of households and employees for the year 2015. The

NFRMPO uses a land use allocation model, along with input from the communities within the region,
to estimate household and employment forecasts for 2045. For the purpose of this Transportation Plan,
Town staff refined the future land uses within the Timnath GMA to better represent the Timnath
Comprehensive Plan and development anticipated by 2045.

Table 2 summarizes the total estimated number of households (Timnath current has an average
household size of 2.98 persons) and employment (individual jobs) for the TAZs within the Timnath
GMA, in 2015 and 2045. Appendix B documents the 2045 land use forecasts by TAZ and the changes to
the NFRMPO model land use forecasts.

Table 2. Land Use Growth Summary

| Year Households Employment
2015 1,595 1,305
2045 14418 7,128
Growth | 12,823 583 |
Annual Gfowth 427 194

The household growth and employment growth by TAZ are shown spatially on Figure 20 and
Figure 21, respectively. As shown on the growth maps, the vast majority of the household and
employment growth over the next 20 years is expected to occur south of CO 14.
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Figure 19. NFRMPO Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs)
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Figure 20. Household Growth (2015 to 2045)
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Figure 21. Employment Growth (2015 to 2045)
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Travel Demand Model Network Refinements

The future travel demand patterns in the Timnath GMA and the North Front Range region are
primarily a function of the population and employment opportunities in the area. The household and
employment data outlined in the previous sections were used as input to the NFR travel demand
model. The model provides traffic forecasts on the various street networks that were used to assess
improvement needs. These forecasted volumes were used to identify capacity deficiencies in the
roadway network and to evaluate the effectiveness of alternatives.

2045 Baseline Model

The NFRMPO travel demand model for 2045 uses a Fiscally Constrained transportation network that
includes projects reasonably expected to be funded and built by 2045. For the purpose of this
Transportation Plan, the project team removed roadway improvement projects within the GMA from

the model for an initial 2045 baseline model run that represents anticipated growth in households and
employment with no improvements to the transportation system, except those with committed
funding. The only project in the GMA with committed funding is construction of the Timnath Parkway
from Main Street to Buss Grove Road. Additionally, the regional model network was refined to include
locally significant roadways to best reflect the existing network within the GMA.

Volume to Capacity Analysis

The project team compared traffic volumes versus planning level capacities to assess roadway capacity
needs for the 2045 planning horizons. This analysis helps determine where critical widening projects
are needed, while drawing attention to potential trouble areas to prioritize where right-of-way
preservation should occur for widening projects beyond 2045. To perform this analysis, a volume to
capacity (V/C) ratio was calculated using daily traffic volumes and planning level capacities assumed
for each roadway classification. Table 3 lists the planning level capacities.

Table 3. Planning Level Capacities

Classification Capacity per Lane (vpd)

Principal Arterial 8,000
Minor Arterial 6000
| Msjor Collector 5,000
Gravel lgad e E _____
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A lower V/C ratio means better flow of traffic along that segment of road. The following V/C ranges are
used for assessing Timnath's street network:

» Free Flow (V/C<0.7)

» Uncongested (V/C 0.7 to 0.9)
» Congesting (V/C 0.9 to 1.2)
» Congested (VC>1.2)

The project team completed an initial V/C analysis using the 2045 Baseline model to develop the Master
Streets Plan (as documented in Chapter 6) and the Implementation Plan (as documented in Chapter 7).

Alternatives Analysis

The project team used the travel demand model to test the effectiveness of several roadway
improvements to address the existing and future congestion on Timnath'’s street network. The
following major roadway improvement alternatives identified through a combination of technical
analysis (using the 2045 Baseline V/C ratios) and community input were evaluated for effectiveness
and prioritization:

A. Widen Harmony Road to 6 lanes
. Extend Timnath Parkway from Buss Grove north to Main Street
Widen Main Street to 4 lanes south of Harmony Road
Reconstruct Main Street from Timnath Parkway to Prospect Road
Widen Main Street to 4 lanes (including the Parkway)
Reconstruct Colorado Boulevard from Harmony Road to the South GMA
Extend Kechter Road from Main Street to River Pass Road
H. Extend Three Bell Parkway south to CO 392

Om PO W

The travel demand model results indicate that the vast majority of the current and future congestion in
Timnath could be mitigated by building roadway improvement alternatives A —F, which are included
in the Master Streets Plan (Chapter 6) and should be phased over time to accommodate increasing
travel demands. While some of these projects are needed in the near term, others will not be needed
until closer to 2045.
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Harmony Road Widening: Harmony Road currently experiences congestion, and the traffic

volumes today suggest consideration of widening to 6 lanes, particularly for the section between I-25
and Main Street. Congestion is expected on Harmony Road between I-25 and Three Bell Parkway in the

i L |.
%

future, even when it is widened to six lanes. As documented in Appendix A, the widening of Harmony
Road to 4 lanes has attracted significant regional trips (those without an origin or destination in
Timnath). The trend of induced demand on Harmony Road is anticipated to continue if/when it is
widened to 6 lanes, particularly if other regionally significant corridors like Mulberry (CO 14), CO 257,
and CO 392 remain as 2-lane roads. Widening Harmony Road to 6 lanes will further erode the north-
south connectivity for residents traveling from one side to the other, particularly for bicyclists and
pedestrians. For these reasons (and the significant cost), it is recommended that the widening of
Harmony Road be deferred to the long term future (2031-2045). In the near term (2024~-2030), the
following strategies are recommended to help to alleviate congestion on Harmony Road:

» Focus on providing alternative routes to I-25 and Fort Collins (Main Street/Timnath Parkway
connections to Prospect Road and Kechter Road)

» Optimize the efficiency of the corridor with signal timing advancements
» Enhance options for alternative travel modes

Main Street & Timnath Parkway: Main Street and Timnath Parkway will play an

important role in offering north-south connectivity for all travel modes within Timnath as the
community continues to grow. These streets connect neighborhoods to Old Town and offer routes to
access I-25 and Fort Collins via Prospect Road, Mulberry Street (CO 14), and Kechter Road. Based on
the travel demand model results, the following order of improvements is recommended for the Main
Street/Timnath Parkway corridor:

1. Build Timnath Parkway from Main Street to Buss Grove Road (funded, currently under
construction)

Extend Timnath Parkway from Buss Grove Road north to Main Street

Widen the Main Street bridge over the Poudre River (south of Harmony Road) (4 lanes)
Widen Main Street from the Poudre River bridge to Kechter Road (4 Lane Rural Arterial)
Reconstruct Main Street from Timnath Parkway to Prospect Road (2 Lane Urban Arterial)
Widen Timnath Parkway (4 Lane Urban Arterial)

S 9k WN

As detailed in Chapter 7, the first five priorities for the Main Street/Timnath Parkway corridor are
recommended for the near term (2024-2030), and the widening of Timnath Parkway to 4 lanes can be
deferred to the long term (2031-2045) based on the travel demand forecasts.

Colorado Boulevard: Colorado Boulevard is a Regionally Significant Corridor up to CO 14. It
parallels I-25 providing access to Windsor, CO 392, and US 34 and serves an important incident
management function for I-25. Within the Timnath GMA, the travel demand model does not suggest
the need for widening to 4 lanes by 2045. However, reconstructing the section from Harmony Road
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south as a 2-Lane Urban Arterial (including bike lanes and sidewalks) and the section between

Harmony Road and CO 14 as a 2-Lane Rural Arterial are recommended by 2045 (as part of the long
term plan). Right-of-way for future widening (beyond 2045) should be preserved along Colorado
Boulevard from the South GMA to Buss Grove Road.

Ketcher Road & Three Bell Parkway Extensions: Both of these project ideas were
suggested during the first phase of community engagement. While these projects would help to
complete the arterial roadway network in the southern portion of the Timnath GMA, they would be
considerably more difficult to implement. Both projects would require a new crossing of the Poudre
River, which would involve environmental clearances and considerable costs, and could result in
undesirable impacts to current residents. These roadway extensions are not expected to relieve future
congestion on Harmony Road enough to justify the associated costs and impacts. Because of the
significant effort, costs, and impacts associated with these two alternatives, and the ability of the project
alternatives to address the vast majority of current and future congestion, extensions of Kechter Road
and Three Bell Parkway are financially and environmentally infeasible and are therefore not included.

2045 Build Model

The project team used the 2045 Baseline model results, in combination with the alternatives analysis, to
identify the Master Streets Plan as detailed in Chapter 6. All improvements identified for 2045 were
included in a 2045 Build model run to understand the resulting travel demand forecasts, which are
presented on Figure 22.

The project team completed a V/C analysis using the 2045 Build traffic forecast and the roadway
capacities associated with the improved network. Figure 23 shows the resulting levels of congestion for
all roadways within the Timnath GMA with a roadway classification of Major Collector or higher. The
green segments are expected to have relatively unimpeded, free flowing traffic. Yellow segments are
expected to be relatively uncongested, but likely with some delays at major intersections. Orange and
red segments are expected to experience congestion, even with the 2045 Master Streets Plan
improvements in place.

Some congestion is expected on Harmony Road in the future; the long term widening to 6 lanes is
expected to attract more regional trips to the corridor. Main Street south of Harmony Road and Kechter
Road provide alternative routes to Fort Collins and are expected to experience some congestion in the
future.

As described in the Land Use Forecasts section, limited development north of CO 14 is expected by
2045. The roadway segments north of CO 14 expected to experience congestion are currently gravel
roads (with a daily capacity of only 400 vehicles per day). These roadway segments will be improved to
the appropriate arterial street standard at the time of development.
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Figure 22. 2045 Build Average Daily Traffic Forecasts
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Figure 23. 2045 Build Levels of Congestion
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5. Vision and Goals

Transportation Goals

The goals listed below represent the community’s desired state for the Town’s transportation system.

These six goals are the foundation for the supporting objectives and the plan recommendations. The

vision, goals, and objectives included herein supersede the transportation goals, objectives, and actions
of the Comprehensive Plan upon adoption of this plan. The updated goals should be incorporated into
the next update of the Comprehensive Plan.

2,

Safe-a family-friendly transportation system that is focused
on the elimination of traffic-related injuries and fatalities.

Walkable and Bikeable - A connected trail and

on-street bike and sidewalk network that encourages biking and
walking (and other micromobility options) for recreation,
commuting, and to access community and regional destinations.

Reliable - An efficient street network that optimizes existing

infrastructure, includes key connections, and offers predictable
travel times.

Vital -a transportation system that supports economic and
community vitality.

Regional — A leader in collaborating on the planning and
funding of regional transportation projects.

Cost Effective-a practical network built in partnership
with the development community.
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Transportation Objectives

The transportation objectives listed in Table 4 are measurable actions intended to support the Town’s
realization of the six transportation goals. These objectives should be monitored periodically to ensure
progress is being made toward achieving the Town's goals.

Table 4. Transportation Objectives

Goal Area [ Objective(s)
Reduce crash rates for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists

Safe Apply a safe systems approach to enhance safety for all users of the
transportation system

, . Manage automobile congestion
' Reliable

i
i

Provide Timnath residents with public transit options

Consider sustainable construction practices for transportation projects,
including consideration of life cycle cost analysis

Cost Effective

Maintain a short-term and long-range CIP for improvements to and
scheduled replacements of the Town's infrastructure

Develop a continuous system of bicycle lanes and trails that connect with Old
Town Core, New Town Center, activity centers, and developing
neighborhoods

Develop an off-street pedestrian and bicycle trail system that connects open
spaces and recreation areas in and around Timnath

Walkable and

. Incorporate low-stress bicycle facilities and sidewalks through the
Bikeable

development approval process

Ensure all new streets and sidewalks are designed and built to connect with
| existing streets and sidewalks, offering direct connections between
i neighborhoods and commercial areas

Increase connectivity of modal networks and connections between modes

Increase regional coordination in developing a multimodal transportation

Regional system
Improve the coordination and funding of transportation projects

Increase coordination of land use and transportation planning
Vital Minimize the transportation system’s impact on the natural environment

Integrate infrastructure in a manner that supports economic development
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6. Long Range Plan

Master Streets Plan

Timnath’s Master Streets Plan focuses on
providing a well-planned system of
streets to serve the Town’s current and
future multimodal travel needs. The
Master Streets Plan shown on Figure 24
was developed to accommodate 2045
travel demands and illustrates the
functional classification (including urban
versus rural designation) and future lane

requirements for each street. The second number represents the number of lanes for which right-of-
way should be preserved to accommodate growth beyond the year 2045.

Street Cross Sections

The Town of Timnath has adopted the Loveland standards in the Larimer County Urban Area Street
Standards (LCUASS). The Town’s typical street cross sections are intended to provide safe, attractive,
and comfortable access and travel for all modes within the public right-of-way. The Town'’s cross
sections shown on Figure 25 through Figure 30 match the Loveland cross sections in LCUASS.
Figure 31 through Figure 33 present a series of rural cross sections with drainage ditches instead of
curb and gutter. The rural cross sections may be considered in certain areas of Timnath either as an
interim condition or as a context sensitive long-range option that may be more fitting to the rural
setting in some areas of the GMA, as designated in the Master Streets Plan. Use of the rural cross
section as an interim condition requires approval from the Town of Timnath. In addition to defining
functional classification, the Master Streets Plan (Figure 24) identifies the through lane requirements to
meet the 2045 travel demands. It also indicates the long-range through lane requirement to
accommodate the travel demands at buildout of the community, beyond 2045.

Table 5 is a lookup table that translates the functional classification, 2045 lane requirement, and
long-range lane requirement (from Figure 24) to the cross-section options and right-of-way width that
should be preserved. The cross-section options are based on the 2045 lane requirements, and the
minimum right-of-way preservation is based on the long-range lane requirement. The rural cross
sections require an additional 20 feet of right-of-way to accommodate the roadside ditch. Streets in
Timnath should be designed in accordance with the parameters noted in Table 7-2 of LCUASS.
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Figure 24. Master Streets Plan
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Table 5. Functional Classifications, Cross-Sections, and ROW
Preservation
; o 2045 Lane Long-Range Lane | Minimum
Functional Classification : - 2045 Cross Section ]
Requirement Requirement Right-of-Way
2 2 Figure 27 1007
2 4 Figure 27 1207
Urban Principal Arterial
4 4 Figure 26 120
6 6 Figure 25 140
2 2 Figure 27 100
Urban Minor Arterial 2 4 Figure 27 120
4 4 Figure 26 120°
Urban Major Collector 2 2 Figure 28 80
Urban Minor Collector 2 2 Figure 29 60’
Urban Local Street 2 2 Figure 30 58’
2 2 Figure 32 120
Rural Principal Arterial 2 4 Figure 32 140
4 4 140
Figure 31
2 2 Figure 32 12¢¢
Rural Minor Arterial 2 4 - F_lgure 32 140
4 4 140
Figure 31
Rural Major Collector 2 2 Figure 33 1007
Rural Minor Collector 2 Figure 33 87
Rural Local Street 2 2 Figure 33 70

NOTE: The rural cross sections may be considered in certain areas of Timnath as an interim condition; use of the rural
cross section as an interim condition requires approval from the Town of Timnath.

Page 58



Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Figure 25. Urban 6-Lane Arterial Cross Section
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Figure 26. Urban 4-Lane Arterial Cross Section
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Figure 27. Urban 2-Lane Arterial Cross Section
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Figure 28. Urban Major Collector Cross Section
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Figure 29. Urban Minor Collector Cross Section
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Figure 30. Urban Local Street Cross Section
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Figure 31. Rural 4-Lane Arterial Cross Section
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Access Spacing Standards
To preserve the functional integrity, safety, and mobility of Timnath's street network, the Town has

adopted the access control standards documented in LCUASS, with one exception as described in this
section. The access standards encourage, to the extent possible, the provision of direct access to the
streets with lower functional classifications. The State Highway Access Code governs access onto the
state highway system. Any access onto the state highways in the vicinity of Timnath (CO 14 and

CO 257) requires an access permit from CDOT, and the access design must comply with the Access
Code. Federal Highway Administration and CDOT govern I-25, and modifications to access onto I-25
require extensive study, including a System Level Feasibility Study, an Interstate Access Request, and
applicable environmental clearance.

Unlike LCUASS, Timnath’s Master Streets Plan differentiates between Principal and Minor Arterials.
The primary reason for this distinction is to allow different access spacing standards. The Principal
Arterials are considered regional mobility corridors, and access is more restrictive. While the Minor
Arterials serve an important mobility function in the community, the access standards are slightly less
restrictive than those of LCUASS to encourage a gridded street network that provides convenient
access into and between neighborhoods by car, foot, and bike. Access onto any of Timnath'’s arterial
streets (Principal or Minor) requires the Town’s approval through the development review process.

Principal Arterials within Timnath’s GMA (regardless of lane requirements) shall comply with the
technical design criteria, access spacing distances, and intersection control as presented in Table 7-4
and Chapter 9 of LCUASS for 4- or 6-Lane Arterials. These standards allow for 0.5-mile spacing of
full-movement signalized intersections; all other accesses will be limited to right-in/right-out (RIRO)
movements to protect the mobility function of the Principal Arterials.

The access spacing standards for Minor Arterials within Timnath’s GMA deviate slightly from
LCUASS' standards. Full-movement intersections shall be allowed on Minor Arterials (regardless of
lane requirements) at 0.25-mile spacing. The full-movement intersections at 0.25-mile spacing shall be
signalized only if a traffic engineering study documents the following conditions:

» Left turns from or onto the Minor Arterial would incur long delays (LOS F) during a peak
period if unsignalized based on current traffic levels and/or 2040 traffic forecasts;
» A Manual of Traffic Control Devices signal warrant is expected to be met;

» A corridor signal progression efficiency of 30 percent can be maintained based on current traffic
levels and 2040 traffic forecasts with the addition of the signal; and

» Geometric design criteria as presented in Table 7-4 of LCUASS (for 2-Lane Arterials) can be met.

Major Collectors, Minor Collectors, and Local Streets within Timnath’s GMA shall comply with the
criteria and access spacing distances as presented in Table 7-4 and Chapter 9 of LCUASS.
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Geometric Design Standards

Timnath streets shall
comply with the geometric

design standards
documented in
Chapters 7, 8, and 9 of
LCUASS (notably,

Table 7-4). Regardless of
the number of current or
future lanes, Timnath’s
Principal Arterials shall
comply with the 4- or 6-
Lane Arterial geometric
standards in LCUASS, and
Timnath’s Minor Arterials
shall comply with the
2-Lane Arterial geometric
standards in LCUASS.

Although the Parkway
(from Harmony Road to
the tie-in at Main Street
north of Buss Grove) is designated as a Principal Arterial, the Town’s desire is to create a livable street
that welcomes pedestrian and biking activity along and across the street through the Town core. To
achieve this intent, the Parkway shall be designed to LCUASS 2-Lane Arterial geometric standards,
which will result in slower travel speeds compatible with high levels of pedestrian and bicycle activity.

Preferred Future Commercial Truck Routes

Although commercial truck restrictions are primarily administered at the county level, the Town
recognizes that it receives a significant amount of regional commercial truck traffic passing through the
Town. Figure 34 documents the Town's preferred truck routes as a resource for commercial trucks to
use to travel through the GMA. These routes are compatible with the recommendations of the
NFRMPO Sub Regional Study (April 2010). As the Town grows, these facilities will remain as
appropriate routes for commercial trucks when considering design and speed limits, while other streets
will be programmed to better accommodate local travel and alternative modes, potentially making
them less attractive for commercial truck use.

Page 64



Timnath
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Figure 34. Preferred Commercial Truck Routes
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Bicycle Plan

To attract and support bicycle riders of all ages
and abilities, a bicycle network needs to include
safe, connected, low-stress, and high-comfort
facilities that limit the interaction between
bicyclists and motor vehicles. Both bicyclists
and pedestrians are the most vulnerable users
of the transportation system, due to higher risk
for fatal or severe injury to occur from a
collision with a motor vehicle, emphasizing the
importance of providing safer bicycle facilities
throughout Timnath.

The Bicycle Plan shown on Figure 35 identifies
Timnath’s future on-street bike network,
building on the existing trails and on-street bike
lanes, as well as supporting the future trail
network identified in the Comprehensive Plan.
The bicycle network will provide safe and
low-stress bicycle commuting and recreational
opportunities and improved multimodal
connections between neighborhoods and
destinations. Improving bicycle facilities and
connections also support active and healthy lifestyles and travel options.

Timnath's typical cross sections include on-street bike lanes for all arterial and collector streets. Arterial
streets require a minimum 7-foot bike lane, and collector streets require a minimum 5-foot bike lane.
Figure 35 shows the future arterial street bike lanes. When fully built, the arterial street bike lanes will
form a connected network of on-street bike facilities at approximately 1-mile spacing. Consideration
should be given to enhanced bike lanes on higher volume streets (like Harmony Road, Main Street, and
Colorado Boulevard) such as buffered bike lanes or protected bike lanes.

While the arterial street bike lanes will provide direction connections in and around the community,
they will predominately serve the confident bicyclists; the “Interested but Concerned” population
(which typically accounts for upwards of 60 percent of any population) may not be comfortable riding
alongside the higher traffic volumes and higher speeds associated with the arterial street network. To
better serve the “Interested but Concerned” population—and to better accommodate bicyclists of all
abilities throughout Timnath—the Town'’s collector streets and trail network should be built to provide
a connected network of low-stress bike facilities to complement the arterial street bike lanes.
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Several of the existing collector streets through residential areas have bike lanes and form the start of a
low-stress bike network. Timnath is fortunate to be in a position to plan ahead for the provision of a
well-connected network of low-stress bike facilities. While the exact alignment of the low-stress bike
network on Collector streets will be determined through the development and development review
process, low-stress bike routes should generally be provided at approximately 0.5-mile spacing
between the Arterial streets. The low-stress bike facilities should be designed and built with the
following guidance:

» Collector streets on the low-stress network should provide a relatively direct route for
north-south and east-west travel through each 1-mile section of land.

» Collector streets in adjacent neighborhoods/developments should align, providing a connected
network for all modes, particularly for bicycle travel on the low-stress network.

» Where the Collector streets on the low-stress network intersect Arterial streets, the intersection
should be signalized (if warranted) or provide enhanced bicycle and pedestrian crossing
treatments such as rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFB), pedestrian hybrid signals
(HAWKS), and pedestrian crosswalks and/or cross-bike markings. In some cases, a
grade-separated crossing may be required for safety.

» Bicycle facilities in Timnath shall be designed to comply with the AASHTO Bicycle Guide
standards.
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Figure 35. Bicycle Plan
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Pedestrian Plan

The most vulnerable users
of the transportation
system includes
pedestrians — whether
walking using a mobility
device such as a
wheelchair - and
bicyclists. Both rely on
sidewalks, crosswalks, and
other pedestrian facilities
to safely travel through
their neighborhoods,
commute to work or
school, run errands,
recreate, or access transit.
Gaps in pedestrian
infrastructure, poor
conditions of sidewalks,
and unsafe crossings are

just some of the conditions
that can create safety and accessibility issues for pedestrians